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Abstract 
This is a qualitative research study using participatory action research.  The study aims to: (1) study the roles of 
social institutions involved with early childhood learning enhancement; (2) study the relationship of social structure 
and development of the learning process; (3) promote learning guidelines in early childhood that are in accord with 
social structure. The sample group of 78 persons consisted of organizational representatives and parents.   
The research findings revealed that most people in the community engaged in agriculture but had an urban way of 
life; they often moved around, hardly lived together as a family, were Roman Catholic, had children who had learned 
to become good Christians through religious rituals, had schools than supported learning at kindergarten level, had 
storytelling and story reading activities, and had a sub-district health promotion hospital.  The tasks in enhancing 
learning were to educate, promote playing activities, tell stories and read books to children in families and 
organizations, and hold forums to enhance learning in families. Learning enhancement in families had two 
characteristics: (1) learning enhancement according to way of life; and (2) learning enhancement according to way of 
life together with supplementary activities.   With regard to the relationship with social structure, it was found that the 
organizations worked in accordance with their main tasks, that work integration was rare, and that organizations and 
parents only related through roles and duties. After learning enhancement was carried out, it was found that parents 
and related organizations became alert, understood their roles and adjusted these to facilitate child learning. They 
continuously participated in the child learning enhancement process, and relationships in families was improved. 
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1. Introduction 
Early childhood learning is the foundation of learning for the future. Biological studies on brain and 
genetics show that it is a period of time when children’s brains develop children’s ability and character. 
Children need the care and attention of parents or caretakers from birth and need to receive love, hugs, 
physical touch, and to be talked to and playing with. This will give children the opportunity to learn and 
use their five senses so that their brains will fully develop according to their potential (Ministry of 
Education  2003). The learning of children under this age is very important; it is a golden age of learning 
because it will impact on their behaviors once they become adults.  All aspects of their experiences are 
formed through stimulation, and the formation of awareness and identity as mentioned by Prawet Wasi 
(2007) in the book “It’s too late to wait until kindergarten” that “children who were abandoned since birth 
will have less nerve fibers of their brain cells and therefore they will become unintelligent, slow learner, 
can hardly do anything by themselves, inactive, and unreasonable, but children who had been stimulated 
through their eyes, ears, noses, tongues and bodies so they could see, smell, hear and taste things since 
they were born and also felt the love from their mothers will have many nerve fibers, and therefore will 
become intelligent, able to learn things easily, active, and reasonable. These children will become the 
foundation that allows their country to prosperously develop. The key to our development is to develop 
our people. If we can develop our people so they become intelligent and able to learn, think and do things 
by themselves then we will be able to solve social problems”  (Masaru Ibuka, Theera Sumit/Porn-anong 
Niyomkha. 2007 : Introduction) 
2. Rationale 
The impact from rapid social change has meant that some people struggle to make a living, even those 
in rural areas. The way of life among many families was changed. They used to have discussion space in 
the past where they taught their children during free time or after meals, but those activities have been 
replaced by television watching. People spoke less to each other and there was a gap between children 
and adults. Children and teenagers displayed aggressive behavior and were lazy or did not want to help 
doing house chores (Maneerat Chanthalak et al., 2009).  The information showed that children watched 
television for an average of 2-3 hours per day. Parents and people in general, did not know that early 
childhood was a period that required the most development stimulation because it would influence a 
child’s learning ability in the future. It also affected their behavior when they became adults. People 
mostly believed that children will only become good and smart people if they learn from teachers and 
caretakers at school or daycare centers; the roles of related agencies did not help in facilitating early 
childhood learning (Natthiya Ponkhao et al., 2008). Early childhood learning enhancement and 
development stimulation are very important. The researcher is therefore interested in the study on factors 
relating to early childhood learning that are in accord with the social conditions of the community. 
3. Objectives 
1) To study the roles of social institutions involved with early childhood learning enhancement  
2) To study the relationship of social structure and development of the early childhood learning 
process 
3) To promote learning guidelines in early childhood that in accord with the social structure 
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4. Research Methodology  
This is a qualitative research study using participatory action research. It is a study and cooperation 
between the researcher and the communities, organizations and agencies in the research area. The 
research area was specifically selected; the study population was also specifically selected from/BY/ 
leaders, the elderly and organizational representatives, and randomly selected from/BY administrators. 
The total sample group consisted of 78 people and was flexible according to community context and 
circumstance. The research procedures were organized as follows:   
1) Preparation of research area  
 1.1 Develop the research team with the community, develop proposal and establish operational 
procedures jointly 
 1.2 Arrange data collection using qualitative tools, verify data and review the process 
2) Research on related academic documents and literature with the following content:  
 2.1 Social Structure    
 2.2 Concept of Social Change  
 2.3 Learning support process 
 2.4 Concept of structural functionalism  
 2.5 Related documents and research    
3) Field data collection   
 3.1 Data collection with the following emphasis: 
 3.1.1 Basic information and general context, history and community change  
 3.1.2 Information on child rearing and social discipline from the past and present   
 3.1.3 Information on roles and duties of individuals, agencies, groups and organizations in 
the community  
 3.1.4 Other information related to the research 
3.2 Execution in promoting learning by emphasizing cooperation in the community 
3.2.1 Activities conducive to child learning according to community context   
3.2.2 Provide discussion forum for an exchange of information both formally and informally 
3.2.3 Present operational outcome 
3.3 Assessment on processes, activities and results from the research project   
4) Research Tools  
 4.1. In-depth Interview:  unstructured interviews collecting data from individuals on issues 
relating to social changes in the community, information on child rearing, social discipline from the past 
and present, information on the context and history of the community, as well as the  roles and duties of 
individuals, agencies, groups and organizations in the community  
 4.2. Focus Group: collecting additional information or issues needed for exchange and learning   
 4.3. Observation: non-participatory observation was used in collecting data on child rearing 
during early childhood, the relationship between family members and the community, and early 
childhood activities in the institutions and groups on which the research was conducted     
4.4 Questionnaire for data collection in related agencies   
5. Data collection and analysis: data was collected by the researcher and an assistant; tape 
recorder, video camera and note taking were used in recording the data. Content analysis was conducted 
based on the conceptual framework and objectives of the study    
5. Studying Results 
1) Context of Ban Lao community: people in the community were Roman Catholic. The religion was 
a force that united and created good relationships in the community. People joined in activities together 
and cooperated with each other. Social condition and way of life had changed. Young people moved to 
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work in other provinces and family members no longer lived together. Children’s way of learning had 
also changed; for example, children liked to eat snacks and instant food, knew how to use various 
facilities, and learnt things through television. People played and talked to their children less, while the 
elderly said “we cannot raise children the same way we used to do.” 
2) The roles of social institutions involved with early childhood learning enhancement: social 
institutions in the community were religious institutions, educational institutions, health institutions, 
family institutions and various organizations being established by government sectors or the community 
itself.   
Religious institutions: people in Ban Lao community were Roman Catholic. The religion was a 
force that united and created good community relationships, and also imparted views and beliefs from 
birth to death to people of many generations. All firstborn babies had to be baptized in church. Parents 
were supported to bring their children to church from a young age in order to raise them up as good 
Christians. Moreover, the community informally gathered in groups according to the religious context, 
and each had a clear role. Going to church every Saturday or Sunday became meeting space for people in 
the community.  
Private primary school: The roles relating to early childhood learning can be divided into two 
parts: (1) Arrangement of activities based on the substance of learning being determined by the Ministry 
of Education including important physical, emotional, social experiences. From the intellectual aspect, the 
substance of learning included stories about people and places around the children and their natural 
surroundings; (2) Supporting activities included book reading to children and allowing children to tell 
stories or read books in front of their class. Teachers used these activities to allow children to express 
themselves and socialize.  
The elderly and volunteers in the community who had a religious inclination were most likely to 
have a   significant role at both family and community levels. At the family level, they played the role of 
grandparents who taught their grandchildren at home, while in the community they played a role by 
participating in activities organized by the community or other agencies. The activities included 
storytelling for children, participating in activities at the child development center, and acting as guest 
speakers at schools in order to teach housework and local wisdom.    
Public health center or sub-district health promotion hospital: The roles relating to child learning 
included activities in educating mothers about child rearing and development enhancement for children 
aged 0-5 years. These activities included promoting play, storytelling and book reading for children, and 
workshops for parents to promote child learning, training for the production of playing materials for 
children, preparing a development and learning enhancement corner, and arranging a forum for public 
health volunteers to assist the work. 
Family: From the study conducted on 30 families, it was found that most parents did not know that 
development and learning stimulation for children of 0-5 years were important and essential. After the 
operation was carried out, it was found that the roles in learning enhancement in family had two 
characteristics:  (1) there were 9 families having learning process based on their way of life. They had no 
time to play with their children because they had to earn a living and had a lot of family responsibilities. 
They let their children watch television and play as they wanted; (2) there were 21 families having 
learning process based on their way of life with increased activities. For example, they spent more time 
with their children and told stories or read books to their children. For older children, the parents tried to 
act as role models by speaking politely and teaching good manners to their children.  
3) Relationship of social structure and development of learning process for early childhood: it was 
found that the formation or enhancement of the early childhood learning process in each agency was not 
clear. Operations were carried out separately and people separately performed their work without 
discussion with each other. There was no designated host agency.  The family was the institution that had 
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the closest relationship with children, but most parents did not realize or understand the importance of 
this. After the operation was carried out, parents helped to promote learning and stimulate development, 
and observed their children more closely. All parents commented that “we cannot raise children the same 
way we used to do. It is a different period of time”. Agencies cooperated and worked together more. They 
participated in a forum in order to find guidelines for working together, and in activities to promote 
storytelling and book reading to children.   
Government agency: it was found that some government agencies, for example, sub-district health 
promotion hospitals which were the agencies that had roles relating to the target group directly, were 
quite supportive in forming the learning process. They also had activities to support learning among 
children in the community, such as book reading, by having public health volunteers to assist the work. 
Schools were also supportive and teachers recognized the benefit of learning enhancement. There was a 
clear early childhood learning process in place even before kindergarten level. According to policy 
requirements, there were storytelling and book reading activities, but no learning enhancement activity 
was available for children younger than those of kindergarten age in the community due to some 
limitations, such as policy and the requirement of the school executives. 
4) Promoting learning guidelines in early childhood according to social structure: sub-district health 
promotion hospitals were the main agencies in promoting learning in the community because they already 
had roles relating to the target group.   They coordinated with related agencies and organizations to hold a 
forum and look for ways of working together. The activity being conducted was workshop for early 
childhood learning enhancement having contents to build relationship in family, promote playing, 
storytelling and book reading activities for children, produce teaching materials for teachers and 
caretakers, and promote book reading or storytelling activity for children as continuous activity to be 
carried out in schools and community.   
It was found that there were changes on several levels. Agencies, leaders, and organizations in the 
community placed more importance on the formation of the learning process for children, which can be 
seen in the participation in operation and the adjustment of roles and tasks to become more supportive of 
child learning enhancement,. For example, kindergarten schools prepared a play or book reading corner 
for children and met and gave suggestion to parents. Leaders proposed that there should be public policy 
in place concerning child learning and families placed more importance on their children and looked for 
opportunities to play with them.  Some families commented that they became more careful about the way 
they talked to each other because they were afraid that their children would imitate them. Parents 
considered that teaching children through various materials such as story books was suitable for the time 
being, and it was also a means for family members to have activity together. Only a few parents 
considered that it was an increased burden since they were busy with work and had no time, so they 
allowed their children to learn naturally by themselves. 
6. Discussion  
1) The condition of modernization has had a great impact on the community. It changed the context of 
the community and affected social structure and family institution in particular. As a result, the family 
institution cannot perform its task completely and a gap within the family was created. This is in accord 
with Chamnong Adiwattanasit et al. (2005 : 175-176), Nithet Tinnakul (2008 : 12), and Sunthon 
Panyapong (2009 : 182), which mentioned the impact of social changes playing a great role for the way of 
life of people in the society. As time went on, ideas and the way of life of people in society changed and 
society itself became more complicated. Rural areas are absorbed more and more into cities and,  
if transportation and communication become more convenient, changes will take place even faster. 
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2) Social structure in the community was a supportive factor for learning for instance in temples, 
schools and sub-district health promotion hospitals, and factors contributing to operational achievement 
included structural relationship and community relationship that had religion as an important force to 
create joint activity and good cooperation, which was deemed as social capital. This is in line with Suthep 
Suntornphesat (2005), which summarized and analyzed the structure of northeastern society in the article 
“Villages in the North East during the Period of “Cold War”: Sociology of Villages in the North East”.  
This study was conducted on “Ban Na Atsadorn Village”. The article suggested that the structure of 
northeastern society consisted of systematic cohesion, connection from the beginning of village 
establishment, common history, single society of people in the community, and unity. All of these were 
the key foundation of social structure being used in determining social cooperation.    
In the informal social structure, childhood appeared to be hindered by the social changes occurring 
in the community context, especially at the family level. This was in accord with Maneerat Janthalak et 
al. (2009) who conducted a study titled “Folklore Searching Project” in Nam Kham Sub-district, Thai 
Charoen District, Yasothon Province. The study stated that the way of living in families had changed 
since the introduction of electricity and television in the village. The “courtyard” which the elderly had 
used as a place to instruct their children no longer existed and the traditional child-rearing culture had 
ceased.  Parents had to work and therefore had less time to teach their children, who learned from 
watching television and from their friends. It was also found that children tended to become aggressive 
and disobedient.         
3) Forming early childhood learning process required cooperation from social institutions and 
organizations, the determination of roles, and an understanding on roles and tasks. These were a 
necessary foundation because they were factors contributing to work achievement according to the goal. 
This is in agreement with Supang Chanthawanich (2009), which concluded that, in line with the 
explanation from Parson’s structure of social action, a society consists of social system and basic task, 
and task was a group of activities which continued to meet the needs of the social system. Four basic 
tasks of were AGIL, which comprised adaptation, goal attainment, integration and latency or pattern 
maintenance.  All four tasks must be undertaken together. Detailed subsystems were also employed to 
make the operational system clearer. These subsystems included a social or community system and a trust 
system.  All the agencies and organizations involved worked together in an integrated way through 
participation from the beginning - searching for capital, supporting factors in the community, situation, 
problems and obstacles, interpreting lessons together, analyzing data and looking for guidelines for 
further operation. This is in accord with Teerapong Kaewhawong (2000), which considers the 
participatory concept of Cohen and Uphoff, and Akin Rapeepat, that good participation should consist of 
five stages: (1) jointly search for problems and causes, and determine requirement together; (2) plan 
development project, establish policy and objective of the project together, determine resources and their 
origin; (3) take part in project execution process since it is the period to jointly bring benefit to the 
project; (4) take part in the achievement of development project since it is the stage to receive benefit as 
well as potential disadvantage; and (5) take part in assessment stage. 
4) Factors contributing to early childhood learning enhancement partly depended on the knowledge 
and attitude of all parties involved.  The key party who contributing most to child learning was family 
members, who had the closest relationship with children. Other social institutions, for instance public 
health and educational and religious institutions, should be supportive and stimulate the arrangement of 
activities by allowing agencies in the community to participate as much as possible. This was in accord 
with the Office of Education Council, Ministry of Education (2004) in which a study was conducted on 
learning process to enhance the ethical behaviors of children in early childhood, and in agreement with 
Nattiya Phonkhaw et al. (2009) who conducted a study on early childhood learning in a reading book for 
children project. These studies found that factors contributing to satisfactory and successful learning 
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included a good understanding and attitude towards child learning among parents, community and related 
agencies. Participation of the community and agencies should be encouraged to ensure that there will be a 
continuous variety of activities accessible for child learning.  The processes showed that children were 
able to learn and had better development, and that they had an improved relationship within the family, 
allowing parents and teachers to pay attention, observe and place more importance on child learning.   
5) From this study, it was found that academic knowledge that was important and necessary for the 
development of children of 0-5 years of age, the golden age of learning, had not been communicated to 
people in general. Therefore, the dissemination of such knowledge should be supported in order to create 
understanding and recognition on the importance of learning enhancement.    
From the study, it can be concluded that the research area already had related social institutions 
that were conducive to early childhood learning but that there was still a lack of recognition of the 
importance of early childhood learning as such, and that the policies and operational procedures of related 
government agencies were unclear.  An adjustment to the social structure, both formal and informal, at 
the family level should be made so that family, which is closest to the children, will become their main 
learning source, supported by other groups, organizations and social institutions in the community.  
Participation in building integrated learning process for children in early childhood will allow the 
community to have context and to create an environment conducive to child learning under changing 
social circumstances.  
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